
Professor Oktay Kadayıfçı was born in Amasya in 1942. 
He completed his primary education in Bafra (Samsun), 
secondary education in Kabataş  High School for Boys 
and Robert College (Istanbul). He graduated from the 
Faculty of Medicine of Istanbul University in 1967 and 
in the same year, he passed the entrance examination 
for being a specialization student in Istanbul University, 
Faculty of Medicine, Department of Obstetrics and 
Gynecology. Until he began to work at this Department, 
he had been employed in the Department of Microbiology 
and Outbreaks of the same faculty in order to increase his 
knowledge as well as to become the responsible person 
in the Genital Infection Division of the Department for a 
period of 11 months.

In 1968, he started to study in the Department of 
Obstetrics and Gynecology of the same faculty and in 
1972, he became an expert assistant. He worked as an 
assistant specialist in the same department for 2 months. 

He went to military service in 1972 and completed it 
as an Obstetrics and Gynecology Specialist at the Military 
Hospital in Tatvan.

In 1974, he started to his career in Çukurova University 
Faculty of Medicine where he worked until 1976. In 
1976, he was sent to University of London, Charing 
Cross Medical School by the Faculty of Medicine of 
Çukurova University. During this period, he worked 
with Prof. Bagshawe from Oncology Department of the 
same university for 3 months. He also worked in the 
Endocrinology Laboratory of the same university for an 
additional 3 months. At the same time, he also served as a 
director of a project named as “A new placenta perfusion 
system and the investigation of the substance exchange 
methods of the placenta which survives in vitro with this 
system” in the Research Laboratory of the same University. 

In 1978, he returned to Çukurova University Faculty 
of Medicine. In 1979, he completed his associate 
professorship thesis with the title of “A new placenta 
perfusion system and the investigation of the substance 
exchange methods of the placenta which survives in vitro 
with this system” and he received the title of “University 
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Introduction 
Throughout the history of the world, the ones who had 
confronted the bitterest face of poverty and war had al-
ways been the women. As known poverty and war affects 
human health either directly or indirectly, the effects of 
this condition on health and status of women in the so-
ciety should not be ignored. This study intends to cast 
light on the effects of war and poverty on the reproductive 
health of women. For this purpose, the face of war affect-
ing the women, the problem of immigration, inequalities 
in distribution of income based on gender and the effects 
of all these on the reproductive health of women will be 
addressed.

War and Women’s Health
Famine, synonymous with war and poverty, is clearer for 
women; war means deep disadvantages such as full de-
struction, loss of future and uncertainty for women. Wars 
are conflicts that destroy families, societies and cultures 
that negatively affect the health of community and cause 
violation of human rights. According to the data of World 
Health Organization (WHO) and World Bank, in 2002 
wars had been among the first ten reasons which killed 
the most and caused disabilities. Civil losses are at the rate 
of 90% within all losses (1).
War has many negative effects on human health. One of 
these is its effect of shortening the average human life. 
According to the data of WHO, the average human life is 
68.1 years for males and 72.7 years for females. It is being 

thought that severe military conflicts in Africa shorten 
the expected lifetime for more than 2 years. In general, 
WHO had calculated that 269 thousand people had died 
in 1999 due to the effect of wars and that loss of 8.44 mil-
lion healthy years of life had occurred (2,3).
Wars negatively affect the provision of health services. 
Health institutions such as hospitals, laboratories and 
health centers are direct targets of war. Moreover, the wars 
cause the migration of qualified health employees, and 
thus the health services hitches. Assessments made indi-
cate that the effect of destruction in the infrastructure of 
health continues for 5-10 years even after the finalization 
of conflicts (3). Due to resource requirements in the re-
structuring investments after war, the share allocated to 
health has decreased (1).

Mortalities and Morbidities
The ones who are most affected from wars are women and 
children. While deaths depending on direct violence af-
fect the male population, the indirect deaths kill children, 
women and elders more. In Iraq between 1990-1994, in-
fant deaths had shown this reality in its more bare form 
with an increase of 600% (4). The war taking five years 
increases the child deaths under age of 5 by 13%. Also 47% 
of all the refugees in the world and 50% of asylum seekers 
and displaced people are women and girls and 44% ref-
ugees and asylum seekers are children under the age of 
18 (5).
As the result of wars and armed conflicts, women are 
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Associate Professor” on January 29, 1980. Since then, he 
worked as a faculty member at the same university.

He served as President of the Adana Medical Chamber. 
Between 1980-1995, he was the founder and consultant in 
the Obstetrics and Gynecology Department of the U.S.A.F. 
Det. 47 Hospital (Adana-İncirlik). He became Professor 
on January 27, 1989. Between 1998 and 2009, he worked 
as the head of Obstetrics and Gynecology Department 
at Çukurova University Faculty of Medicine. In 1991, he 
founded the Perinatal Diagnosis Center (PERITAM).

He organized “Women’s Health” and “Menopause” 
meetings by bringing “Geriatric Gynecology” concept 
to Turkey. In Turkey, he leaded to the establishment of 
“Adolescent Gynecology”. Her work on birth with the 
“Lamaze Method” spread throughout Turkey.

He made important contributions to the development 
of Turkish & Greek friendship. He was an honorary 
member of Turkey Business Women’s Association 
“TİKAD”. Together with TİKAD, he was awarded with 
“Grand National Assembly of Turkey Outstanding Service 
Award” in 2007. He was president of the New European 
Surgical Academy (NESA) in Turkey. This cooperation 
brought new surgical techniques to Turkey. Prof. Dr. 
Oktay Kadayıfçı’s contribution was enormous in making 
Çukurova University among the top 500 universities in 
the world. He also worked on Robotic Surgery. 

While he was working in Çukurova University Faculty 
of Medicine, he was one of the founders, originators and 
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the most actively working person of the “International 
Medical School” which would be established with a new 
vision in Europe. He retired from the Faculty of Medicine 
of Çukurova University in 2009. He continued to work 
actively in Onkim Stem Cell Technologies until his death 
on November 28, 2015. Apart from many scientific 
publications, his book “The Gentleman Like Atatürk and 
Being Stylish” received great attention. He was also Editor 
in Chief of our journal International Journal of Women’s 
Health and Reproduction Sciences.

He always said to his students: “If you do not pass me, 
I will not give you my right.” and “You have to pass your 
teacher to be a teacher, and you must train a student to 
pass you.” 

We thank our teachers’ teacher, Professor Oktay 
Kadayıfçı for his enormous contributions to Adana, 
Turkey and the World. 

Dear Prof. Dr. Oktay Kadayıfçı, as the students you 
have raised, your collegues and the editors of this journal, 
we promise to follow your vision and carry it to the next 
generations. 

Rest in Peace…
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