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ABSTRACT: In the literature, the importance of early literacy experiences provided at home by parents to the
development of early literacy skills is often expressed. Therefore, the study was aimed at identifying the possible
relationships between home early literacy experiences and children’s print awareness skills. The participants of the
study comprised of 60 preschool children (48-68 months) whose native language is Turkish. The Home Early
Literacy Environment Questionnaire (HLEQ) used for the assessment of home literacy skills were conveyed to the
parents by the preschool teachers. The Early Childhood Print Awareness Checklist used for the assessment of
children’s print awareness skills were individually administered to each child. The results displayed a variation in
early literacy skills within 48-68 months and indicated that variables pertaining to “writing” might have been
effective in this variation. Another prominent finding was that demographic variables such as parental education and
frequency of participation in social activities, as well as, most of the HLEQ variables correlated with each other at
varying strengths. Similar studies specific to the Turkish language should be conducted in order to identify various
predictors of both home literacy skills and print awareness. The study results were discussed in light of the existing
literature.
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OZ: Alanyazinda, erken okuryazarlik becerilerinin gelisiminde ev ortaminda ebeveynler tarafindan sunulan erken
okuryazarlik deneyimlerinin 6nemli oldugu sik¢a ifade edilmektedir. Yapilan arastirmada, ev ortaminda saglanan
erken okuryazarlik deneyimlerinin ¢ocuklarin yazi farkindaligi becerileri ile olast iligkilerinin belirlenmesi
amaclanmaktadir. Arastirmanin katilimeilarini ana dili Tiirk¢e olan ve okul dncesi egitim almakta olan 60 ¢cocuk (48-
68 aylik) olusturmaktadir. Ev ortaminda saglanan erken okuryazarlik deneyimlerimi degerlendirmek amactyla
kullanilan Ev Erken Okuryazarlik Ortami Olgegi (EVOK) okul dncesi dgretmenleri tarafindan ailelere iletilmistir.
Cocuklarin yazi farkindaligi becerilerini degerlendirmek amaciyla kullanilan Erken Cocukluk Dénemi Yazi
Farkindaligi Kontrol Listesi ise arastirmacilar tarafindan tiim ¢ocuklara bireysel olarak uygulanmistir. Sonuglar,
erken okuryazarlik becerilerinin 48-68 ay arasinda bir degisim gosterdigini ortaya koymus, var olan degisimde ev
ortaminda saglanan erken okuryazarlik becerilerinden “yazma” becerileri ile ilgili degiskenlerin etkili olabilecegini
gostermistir. Sosyal etkinliklere katilim siklig1 ve anne ve baba egitim diizeyi gibi demografik degiskenler ile ev
ortaminda saglanan erken okuryazarlik deneyimlerinin ¢ogunun birbirleri ile farkli diizeylerde iliskili bulunmasi da
dikkat ¢ceken noktalar arasinda yer almistir. Dilimize 6zgii benzer ¢aligmalarin yapilmasi ile gerek erken okuryazarlik
becerilerinin, gerek bu beceriler arasinda énemli yer tutan yazi farkindaligi becerilerinin farkli yordayicilarinin ortaya
konulmast miimkiin olabilecektir. Arastirmadan elde edilen sonuglar alanyazin bulgulari 1s1ginda tartisilmistir.
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Anahtar Sozciikler: Ev okuryazarlik ortami, yazi farkindaligi, erken okuryazarlik

1. INTRODUCTION

Early literacy skills are generally defined as prerequisite skills acquired prior to formal
learning of the rules associated with reading and writing (Dickinson, McCabe, Anastasopoulos,
Peisner-Feinberg, & Poe, 2003). Past studies emphasize the key role of particularly early
childhood period in the acquisition of early literacy skills (Justice et al., 2010; Lonigan, Burgess
& Anthony, 2000; Shanahan & Lonigan, 2010). Early literacy skills basically comprise
phonological awareness, vocabulary knowledge, alphabet knowledge and print awareness skills.
There are numerous studies closely correlating early literacy environment and experiences with
children’s future reading skills (Levy, Gong, Hessels, Evans, & Jared, 2006; Lonigan &
Whitehurst 1998;). Furthermore, studies on the association of receptive and expressive
vocabulary with reading and writing skills stress especially the relationship between reading
comprehension and vocabulary knowledge (Durham et al., 2007; Farkas & Beron, 2004;
Johnson et al.,2008; Kim, Im & Kwon, 2015; Taylor, Greenberg & Terry, 2016). Phonological
awareness skills are also considered to be important early literacy skills. In comparison to other
early literacy skills, the longitudinal effects of phonological awareness on reading and writing
skills are more commonly researched. Phonological awareness is basically defined as being
aware of the individual phonemes that make up words and several studies have indicated
phonological awareness skills as an early predictor of formal reading and writing skills (Puranik
and Lonigan, 2012; Whitehurst and Lonigan, 2001). Moreover, phonological awareness skills
are also an important predictor of learning new vocabulary and spelling (Senechal & LeFevre,
2002; Whitehurst & Lonigan, 2001). Alphabet and letter knowledge involve the acquisition of
knowledge and skills about the shapes and function of letters. Past studies report that the
acquisition of alphabet and letter knowledge in early childhood plays an important role in the
formal learning of reading and writing (Clay, 1993; Foster et al., 2016; Oates et al., 2015;
Sawyer et al., 2014).

Basically, beyond an awareness of phonemes and letters, early awareness of the shape
and function of printed letters significantly contribute to the process of reading and writing.
Studies on the relationship between the different components of early literacy skills and formal
reading and writing skills have demonstrated the critical correlation of particularly print
awareness with future reading and writing skills (Bracken & Fischel, 2008; Farver, Nakamato &
Lonigan, 2007; Kim, Im & Kwon, 2015; Lefebre, Tradeau & Sutton, 2011; Oates et al. 2015;
Sawyer et al., 2014; Xue, & Meisels, 2004).

Print awareness comprises print order skills, identifying and making meaning of print and
environmental print, knowledge of letter shape, knowing letters are combined to form syllables
and words, letter naming and establishing sound-symbol association, awareness of the concept
of word, knowing words are combined to form sentences and distinguishing words as long or
short by the number of letters. In addition to these skills, knowledge of the rules pertaining to
reading and writing, as well as, knowing that the white spaces between words represent a break
in reading-writing and that the story or the text might continue on the next page are also within
the scope of print awareness skills (Justice et al., 2010). Studies conducted in different
languages showed that children’s early print awareness skills increased with chronological age
(Levy, Gong, Hessels, Evans, & Jared, 2006) and that the development of print awareness skills
in preschoolers followed the same developmental steps (Anthony & Lonigan, 2004).
Furthermore, the ability to associate spoken and written language plays a key role in the
acquisition of formal reading and writing skills, and print awareness contributes to this process
(Cetin, 2014; Levy et al., 2006). For instance, Vacca et al. (2006) examined the relationship
between print awareness and language skills and reported that print awareness directly affected
receptive language skills particularly by facilitating the association between written and spoken
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language. Other studies on the relationship of print awareness with formal reading and writing
skills revealed the association of these skills with decoding and spelling (Kim, Im & Kwon,
2015). The results of the study conducted by Cunningham, Perry and Stanovich (2001) showed
that writing skills assessed at the end of preschool predicted 7%, 11% and 8% of the variance
for decoding, spelling and reading comprehension skills at the end of first grade, respectively.
Bayraktar and Temel (2014) investigated the effect of the Educational Program of Readiness for
Reading and Writing (EPPRW) on the print awareness, phonological awareness and reading-
writing skills of 6-year-old children. The study results revealed that the Program was effective
on print awareness, phonological awareness and reading-writing skills.

The significance of quality learning experiences on the acquisition of print awareness
skills is already acknowledged (Bakermans-Kranenburg, van lJzendoorn, & Bradley, 2005;
Melhuish et al., 2008). In this context, the characteristics of home early literacy experiences
have become one of the most frequently researched subjects (Cooper, 2005; Foster et al., 2016;
Kim, Im & Kwon, 2015; Korat, Shamir, & Arbiv, 2011; Reynolds, Wheldall, & Madelaine,
2011; Rodriguez & Tamis-LaMonda, 2011; Sawyer et al., 2014; Slavin, Lake, Davis & Madden,
2011; Taylor, Greenberg & Terry, 2016; Tolchinsky, 2003; Turan and Akoglu, 2014). On the
other hand, the development of these skills could be promoted through planned educational
programs constructed by adults instead of spontaneous acquisition in the course of development
(Bayraktar and Temel, 2014; Evans, 2008; McGee & Morrow, 2005).

There are two types of home early literacy experiences: informal and formal (Senechal &
LeFevre, 2002; Senechal, 2006). “Informal experiences” comprise learning experiences during
shared book reading. Past studies suggest that shared book reading experiences promote the
development of children’s receptive and expressive vocabulary and that vocabulary skills have
an intermediary role and indirectly affect reading skills in the second, third and fourth grades
(Hood, Conlon, & Andrews, 2008; Senechal & LeFevre, 2002; Senechal, 2006; Skwarchuk,
Sowinski, & LeFevre, 2014). Furthermore, studies on home early literacy experiences indicate
that the reading habits of family members, as well as, the frequency and the quality of shared
reading interactions are determinant factors (Curenton & Justice, 2008; Oates et al., 2015).
“Formal experiences” provided by the parents in the home environment are education-based
early literacy skills such as alphabet knowledge and word reading (Sawyer et al., 2014). Past
studies in non-Turkish languages showed that letter recognition and naming skills, as well as,
alphabet knowledge predicted word reading performance at all grade levels (Hood, Conlon, &
Andrews, 2008; Skwarchuk, Sowinski, & LeFevre, 2014). In view of the increased use of
touchscreen devices such as tablets in home and educational environments, Neumann (2016)
investigated the relationship between use of digital reading and writing tools and early literacy
skills in 57 children aged 2-4. The study results revealed a positive correlation between access
to digital applications at home and print awareness skills.

Past studies in non-Turkish languages yielded varying levels of association between
formal/informal home early literacy experiences and print awareness. However, we did not find
any studies investigating the possible relationships between print awareness, an important
developmental factor for future reading and writing outcomes, and home early literacy
experiences in a sample of native Turkish-speaking children. The researchers believe the stimuli
that promote home early literacy skills and the developmental outcomes of children’s print
awareness skills should be examined. This study aimed to identify the possible relationships
between home early literacy experiences and children’s print awareness skills in the preschool
period.
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2. METHOD
2.1. Research Design

This correlational survey study was carried out to identify the possible relationships
between home early literacy experiences and print awareness skills in children aged 48-68
months. Correlational survey designs are used to determine the existence and/or the degree of
covariance between two or more variables (Karasar, 2012).

2.2. Participants

The study participants comprised 60 children aged 48-68 months (Mean=57.58 months,
SD=6.03) and their families. 27 (45%) of the children were female and 33 (55%) were male.
The percentages of 48-54-, 55-61- and 62-68-month-old children were 38.3%, 31.7% and 30%,
respectively. Convenience sampling was used in determining the participants and for this
purpose private preschools were preferred. The study group children had age-appropriate
development and attended private preschools of middle socioeconomic status located in Ankara
city center. They had not been diagnosed with a neurological problem, hearing loss and/or
speech and/or language disorder. They were native Turkish speakers and Turkish was the only
language spoken at home. The percentages of the mothers/fathers who had high school,
associate, bachelor’s and master’s-doctoral degrees were 10%/10%, 3%/3.3%, 68.3%/70% and
18.3%/16.7%, respectively.

2.3. Data Collection Instruments

Home Early Literacy Environment Questionnaire (HLEQ; Sarica, Ergiil, Akoglu, Deniz,
Karaman, Bahap-Kudret et al., 2014): The HLEQ is an assessment instrument developed to
gather data on home early literacy experiences in preschool children (Ergiil et al., 2014). The
lowest and the highest possible scores for the instrument comprising 23 items and 4 factors were
23 and 114, respectively. A high score indicates favorable home early literacy experiences for
the child. The HLEQ is individually completed by one of the parents. The validity and
reliability study of the HLEQ was conducted with the participation of 341 parents with children
attending 12 preschools located in Ankara city center that were representative of lower, middle
and upper socioeconomic status. The Cronbach’s Alpha coefficients for the internal consistency
of the subscales ranged between .70 and .84. In the present study, the HLEQ was used to gather
information on home early literacy experiences without conducting a categorization of these
experiences.

Early Childhood Print Awareness Checklist (ECPAC; Isitan and Akoglu, 2016): The
ECPAC developed to evaluate the print awareness skills of typically developing children aged
48-72 months by means of a children’s picture book comprises 33 items. The number of items
in the Book and Print Order, Letters and Words sections were 20, 3 and 10, respectively. In
addition, the skills in the Other section allows information to be obtained on children’s
prewriting skills. The Book and Print Order and Words sections had higher reliability
coefficients than the rest of the sections (.74 and .76, respectively). The KR-20 reliability
coefficients for the Book and Print Order, Words and Letters sections were computed as .74, .76
and .62, respectively.

2.4. Data Collection Procedure

The study employed convenience sampling in participant selection and the children of the
parents who agreed to participate voluntarily were included in the study. Initially, private
preschools in districts with middle socioeconomic status were designated. Then, with the
referral of the teachers employed at these preschools, face-to-face interviews were conducted
with the parents of 48-68-month-old children to inform them about the aim and the content of
the study. The information forms and the HLEQ forms (Sarica, Ergiil, Akoglu, Deniz, Karaman,

e-ISSN: 2536-4758 http://www.efdergi.hacettepe.edu.tr/



94 Gozde Akoglu, Cigdem Kiz116z

Bahap-Kudret et al., 2014) were conveyed to the parents who agreed to participate through the
teachers employed at the preschools their children attended. The parents were requested to fill
the forms within a week and the completed forms were retrieved through the preschool teachers.
In addition to demographic characteristics, the form allowed the researchers to gather
information on the frequency of participation in social activities. The ECPAC (Isitan and
Akoglu, 2016) used to assess the print awareness skills of children aged 48-68 months was
administered individually to the participating children.

2.5. Data Analysis

Kolmogorov Smirnov test was performed to test for normality of distribution of the study
data (p>.05). Descriptive statistics were used in the analysis of participant demographics.
Pearson correlation coefficient was computed to determine possible relationships between the
study variables, a single-factor analysis of variance (ANOVA) for unrelated samples was
performed for the comparison of the mean variables by age group, and a Tukey test was
conducted to identify the source of the difference. The effects of chronological age on the
dependent variables was interpreted with eta-squared (#77).

3. FINDINGS

Table 1 shows the mean and standard deviation distributions, as well as, the minimum
and maximum values for ECPAC performance and HLEQ score by age in months.

Table 1: Mean and standard deviation distributions, and minimum and maximum values for
ECPAC performance and HLEQ score

ECPAC HLEQ
Book
and Shared
Print Sum of **PhAand Book  Sum of
Order Letters Words ECPAC Other | Reading  Writing PrA Reading HLEQ
Mean 10.91 1.48 2.87 1522 222 28.61 14.52 14.61 17.17 75.78
55 5—;:_." 'ﬁ SD 2.99 1.03 151 4.00 .85 4.69 3.76 5.89 3.33 11.56
R 2 £ Min. 5 0 0 7 1 19 8 6 10 54
Max. 17 3 6 24 3 39 22 29 20 98
Mean 13.26 1.47 3.79 1853 253 | 28.89 15.84 16.84 16.26 77.05
b 5—;:_.” § SD 2.88 .69 1.65 4.06 .84 5.10 5.53 4.94 4.48 14.89
82L& Min. 9 0 1 12 1 20 9 12 6 47
Max. 17 3 7 26 3 36 25 27 20 102
Mean 14.28 211 3.89 20.33 2.83 28.89 17.11 15.56 15.11 76.67
$ 5—;:_." © sD 1.96 .96 141 3.51 51 3.98 5.02 4.96 3.51 11.89
S 2L Min. 10 0 1 14 1 21 8 9 9 55
Max. 17 3 7 26 3 36 25 26 20 99

** PhA and PrA: Phonological Awareness and Print Awareness

The ECPAC sum of mean score of the 48-54-month-old children (Mean=15.22, SD=4.00)
were lower than those of the 55-61-month-old (Mean=18.53, SD=4.06) and the 62-68-month-
old (Mean=20.33, SD=0.51) children. The sum of HLEQ mean score of the parents of the 55-
61-month-old children (Mean=77.05, SD=14.89) were higher than those of the 62-68-month-old
(Mean=76.67, SD=11.89) and the 48-54-month-old (Mean=75.78, SD=11.56) children.

The ANOVA results for the ECPAC and HLEQ mean scores by chronological age are
given in Table 2.

e-ISSN: 2536-4758 http://lwww.efdergi.hacettepe.edu.tr/



Print Awareness Skills and Home Literacy Environment of Turkish Preschoolers 95

Table 2: ANOVA results for ECPAC and HLEQ mean scores by chronological age

Sum of Mean of Significant
Squares s Squares P L Difference
(months)
**PrA — |_300k Between 124.912 2 62.106
and Print Groups 62-68>55-
Order Within Groups 413121 57  7.248 8.569  001% 53 g1>48-54
Total 537.333 59
PrA — Letters Between 5080 2 2540
Groups
Within Groups 48.254 57 847 3000 058 4
Total 53.333 59
PrA — Words Between 13.389 2 6.694
Groups
Within Groups 133544 57 2.343 2857 066 4
Total 146.933 59
Sum of PrA Between 278.950 2 139.475
. groups 9.259 000* 62-68>55-
Within Groups 858.650 57  15.064 ' ' 24 61>48-54
Total 1137.600 59
Other Between 3.850 2 1.925 3.310 .044* 10 62-68>48-54
Groups
Within Groups 33.150 57 582
Total 37.000 59
Reang  Groups M3 2 569
Within Groups  1225.046 57 21.492 026974 o
Total 1226.183 59
F\/Ivl_rli:_t%g Bcfrt:l’f;: 68.140 2 34070
Within Groups 1292.043 57  22.667 1.503 231 .05
Total 1360.183 59
**T'I;hEEa‘n ; Bcfrt:l’f;: 51.951 2 25975
PrA Within Groups  1624.449 57  28.499 QL 408 4
Total 1676.400 59
ShareBook  Groups 2967 2 21483
Reading Within Groups  816.766 57 14329 1499 232 o5
Total 859.733 59
Sum of HLEQ Between 17.990 2 8.995
Groups 02
Within Groups  9336.860 57  163.805 055 947
Total 9354.850 59

*p<.05; **PrA: Print Awareness, ***PhA and PrA: Phonological Awareness and Print Awareness

Among the skills assessed with ECPAC, the difference in Book and Print Order and Sum
of Print Awareness between age groups (month ranges) was statistically significant [F(2,57)=
8.569, p<.05; F(2,57)= 9.259, p<.05, respectively]. The eta-squared values for the differences
between the variables by age group indicated large effect sizes for Book and Print Order and
Sum of Print Awareness (.23 and .24, respectively) and a medium effect size for Other (.10).
The Tukey test results showed that the source of the difference in Book and Print Order and
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Sum of Print Awareness was the higher mean score of the 62-68-month-old children compared
to those of the 55-61- and 48-54-month-old children. There was also a statistically significant
difference in the mean scores for the skills evaluated under the Other section between age
groups [F(2,57)= 3.310, p<05)]. The Tukey test results indicated that the source of the
difference was the higher mean score of the 62-68-month-old children than that of 48-54-
month-old children. In addition, there was no statistically difference in other ECPAC skills by
age group (p>.05). The analysis results revealed no statistically significant difference between
the HLEQ mean scores of the parents with respect to age. In addition, independent samples t test
results showed no statistically significant differences between the HLEQ mean scores and sub-
components of ECPAC with respect to gender (p>.05).

The correlation analysis results for the study variables are presented in Table 3.

Table 3: Correlation analysis results for the study variables

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14

1.Age - - - - - - - - - - - - -

2.Maternal
Education

3.Paternal .
Education -035 380 i i ) ) ) ) i i i i i

4 Participation

in Social -212 -.026 -.035 - - - - - - - - - -
Activities

5. ***PrA

Book and Print .470
Order
6.PrA — Letters .265
7.PrA - .
Words 276

8.Sumof PrA 489" -008 -059 .028 .935" 430" 716" - - - - - -
9.PrA—Other .323° 014 110 .128 5327 .113 .380" 5317 - - - - -
0HLEQ— " 457  458™ 450" 265° 142 -072 038 098 092 - - - -
Reading

LLHLEQ— " 994 032 000 010 .319° 131 224 327" 167 116 - - -
Reading

12.HLEQ -
***xphAand .084 172 -060 .148 .086 .127 -008 .083 -.096 .199 562" - -
PrA

175 - - - - - - - - - - - -

Sk

.000 -.024 .056 - - - - - - - - -

*k *

.045 -008 .355  .268 - - - - - - - -

*k

-090 -126 .197 503 .072 - - - - - - -

13.HLEQ —
Shared Book  -.223 122 172 .347" 005 -.073 .272° .083 .163 .412™ 118 .179 -
Reading

ﬁélém of 031 317" 235 291" .164 .089 .159 .188 .076 .633" 636" 725" .606"

*p<.05; p<**.01 ; *** PrA: Print Awareness, **** PhA and PrA: Phonological Awareness and Print
Awareness

The relationships of the HLEQ subscales with the study variables were examined. There
was a moderate, positive and significant correlation between the Reading subscale and maternal
and paternal education (r=0.458, p<.01; r=0.450, p<.01, respectively) while the correlation
between the Reading subscale and frequency of participation in social activities was weak,
positive and significant (r=0.265, p<.05). There was a moderate, positive and significant
correlation between the Writing subscale and Book and Print Order (r=0.319, p<.05). Similarly,
the correlation between the Writing subscale and Sum of Print Awareness was moderate,
positive and significant (r=0.327, p<.05). Examination of the correlation of Phonological
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Awareness and Print Awareness with the other variables showed that this subscale did not
correlate with demographic variables and/or print awareness skills; however, it displayed a
moderate, positive and significant correlation with the HLEQ Writing subscale (r=0.562, p<.01).
The correlation of Shared Book Reading with frequency of participation in social activities
(r=0.347, p<.01) and with the HLEQ Reading subscale (r=0.412, p<.01) were both moderate,
positive and significant, while there was a weak, positive and significant correlation between
Shared Book Reading and Print Awareness — Word skills (r=0.272, p<.05). The correlation of
Sum of HLEQ Score with maternal education (r=0.317, p<.05), as well as, the HLEQ Reading,
Writing and Shared Book Reading subscales (r=0.633, p<.01; r=0.636, p<.01; r=0.606, p<.01;
respectively) were both moderate, positive and significant, while there was a weak, positive and
significant correlation with frequency of participation in social activities (r=0.291, p<.05), and a
strong, positive and significant correlation with the HLEQ Phonological Awareness and Print
Awareness subscales (r=0.725, p<.01).

4. DISCUSSION

This study aimed to identify the possible relationships between home early literacy
experiences and children’s print awareness skills in children aged 48-68 months. Past studies
have demonstrated the development of early literacy skills with age (Cetin 2015; Justice & Ezell
2001). In the present study, the mean scores for all print awareness subscales, as well as, sum of
print awareness mean score increased with age. Justice and Ezell (2001) reported that children’s
ability to discern and recognize letters developed after 61 months. Developmental findings in
the literature suggest that cognitive processes change with age and that these changes play a role
in the development of early literacy skills (Curenton & Justice, 2008; Neumann, Hood & Ford,
2013). Furthermore, the results for the Other section that evaluates children’s prewriting skills
showed that pencil-holding and skills related to the form of print (e.g.; writing from left to right,
leaving space between words and word-like scribbles, etc.) developed with age. Bialystok
(1995) found that 3-6-year-old children could produce print, letters, pictures and shapes that
bore a resemblance to cursive writing. Levy et al. (2006) reported that word learning occurred
through graphic information in the word shapes and that word shape, word elements and
spelling were more developed in 5-6-year-olds than younger children. In addition, they revealed
that 4-year-old children could understand spelling patterns, which they suggested indicated the
initiation of orthographic knowledge in 4-year-old children. The results of the present study are
similar to those of other studies in the literature.

The results on home early literacy experiences in children aged 48-68 months indicated
that these experiences varied by age in months. The parents of the 48-54-month-old children
had a lower mean score than the other age groups in the HLEQ — Reading and HLEQ — Writing
subscales. HLEQ — Reading and HLEQ — Writing results indicate that an increase with age in
shared book reading activities with family members and writing experiences promote both
reading and prewriting skills. However, the HLEQ — Shared Book Reading scores did not
display an increase in parallel to age in months and the parents of the 48-54-month-old children
scored higher than the parents of the 55-61- and the 62-68-month-old children. Although these
results show that shared book reading habits increased with age, the higher mean score of the
parents of the 48-54-month-old children in comparison to the other age groups suggests that the
parents of the 48-54-month-old children utilized shared book reading more frequently as a way
of participating in the children’s activities during the day. However, shared book activity should
take place in the guidance of the adult following the child’s lead and requires a systematic
approach in which the reader and the listener switch roles during shared book reading (Ezell, &
Justice, 2005; Lonigan, & Whitehurst, 1998; Zevenbergen, Whitehurst, & Zevenbergen, 2003;
Zucker, Justice, Piasta, & Kaderavek, 2010). The researchers attribute this variation between the
HLEQ Shared Book Reading mean scores to the parents’ lack of adequate knowledge about

e-ISSN: 2536-4758 http://www.efdergi.hacettepe.edu.tr/



98 Gozde Akoglu, Cigdem Kiz116z

shared book reading strategies, in other words, to their inability to distinguish reading together
with the child from reading to the child. There are also studies in the literature indicating that
the methods parents adopt in teaching early literacy skills to their children are an important
determinant for children’s early literacy skills (Neumann, Hood & Ford 2013; Taylor,
Greenberg & Terry, 2016). Although not included in the analyses, an investigation of the HLEQ
item responses as a whole showed that the 55-61- and the 62-68-month-old children displayed a
general tendency to independently read and/or look at the pictures in and/or examine the
pictures in books of their own choosing, and that this was encouraged by the parents. These
findings on the HLEQ item responses support the results for the mean subscale scores.

Data analysis revealed similar results for the HLEQ — Phonological Awareness and Print
Awareness subscale, where the parents of the 55-61-month-old children had higher mean scores
than the parents of the 48-54- and the 62-68-month-old children. This result suggests that the
parents believed the 48-54-month range was too early for teaching phonological awareness
skills to their children. The results for the parents of the 62-68-month-old children indicates that
the parents related phonological awareness skills directly with formal reading and writing
experiences and/or reading and writing education, and therefore perceived these exercises as
formal experiences that should be implemented by teachers at the school rather than in the home
environment. This is also supported by the fact that the parents of the 55-61-month-old children
had the highest HLEQ overall score. These results suggest that the parents were generally not
adequately informed about the content of early literacy skills, as well as, phonological
awareness and print awareness skills, and the significance of acquiring these skills in the
preschool period. However, parental knowledge and perception of, and/or parental attitude
toward, early literacy components were not evaluated within the scope of the present study. It is
imperative to conduct studies where home early literacy experiences are investigated together
with knowledge and perception of, and attitude toward, the different components of early
literacy, in order to obtain more comprehensive results.

There was no difference in the HLEQ mean scores between age groups while the
difference in Print Awareness — Book and Print Order, Sum of Print Awareness and ECPAC —
Other subscale mean scores was significant. The difference was between consecutive groups of
six months, which indicates rapid development of print awareness skills during the preschool
period. The association of all ECPAC subscales and the overall ECPAC with chronological age
supports this finding. In addition, the lack of a significant difference in the HLEQ subscale
mean scores by age group suggests that home early literacy experiences did not display a
variation and/or improvement with age, in other words, that early literacy experiences provided
at home by the parents were of similar quality. This inference is supported by the lack of a
significant relationship between the HLEQ subscales and chronological age.

Examination of the variables in association with the HLEQ subscales revealed that
maternal and paternal education, as well as, frequency of participation in social activities
correlated with Shared Book Reading. Curenton and Justice (2008) concluded that parental
education was an important factor in home early literacy environment. Various recent studies
have also argued that parental educational attainment and the frequency of participation in
social activities were important indicators of socioeconomic status (Deniz, Tire, Uysal, and
Akar, 2015). In this context, these results indicate that home literacy experiences were shaped
more by socioeconomic characteristics than children’s chronological age.

The literature emphasizes shared book reading as an important strategy that promotes
home early literacy experiences. There was a weak correlation between the HLEQ Shared Book
Reading mean score and the ECPAC — Words mean score. This suggests that the parents
sometimes explained the meanings of words to their children and/or pointed at some words
during shared book reading. Past studies have stressed the significance of the number of books
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children have, their interest and attitude toward reading, and shared book reading experiences
with family members for the development of print awareness skills (Kim, Im & Kwon 2015).

Another prominent result of the study is the lack of any correlation of the HLEQ
Phonological Awareness and Print Awareness mean scores with ECPAC and/or demographic
variables. All the children who participated in the study attended preschool education. The
recently updated preschool education program includes achievements and indicators for home
early literacy skills with examples on how to promote these skills. The literature also
emphasizes the development of these skills with age and the importance of the preschool period
in their acquisition. However, there are only a limited number of studies on early literacy in
Turkey and early literacy skills have only recently begun to be recognized by specialists in other
fields. Both families and teachers are yet to gain an adequate understanding of early literacy
skills (Ergiil, Karaman, Akoglu, Tufan, Sarica and Kudret, 2014). Furthermore, there is a
prevalent belief among parents and teachers that children’s acquisition of early literacy skills,
especially naming beginning sounds in words, attempting to read familiar words and spelling
would hinder the learning of reading and writing in the future. The HLEQ Phonological
Awareness and Print Awareness subscale comprises skills such as letter naming during reading,
reading environmental print. Neumann (2016) emphasized that especially identifying and
making meaning of environmental print was a major determinant in the development of print
awareness. In addition, interpretation of environmental print requires cognitive processes that
enable understanding environmental print, differentiating the concepts of word and letter, and
making meaning of logos and signs (Neumann, Hood & Ford 2013). Ergiil et al. (2014)
investigated preschool teachers’ knowledge of early literacy and their classroom strategies. The
study results showed that the teachers allocated less time to phonological awareness, print
awareness and alphabet knowledge and instead gave precedence to line drawing exercises. The
results of the present study revealed that early literacy skills were not adequately supported
either at home or school.

The research is limited to data on typically developing children who were attended
private preschools of middle socioeconomic status located in Ankara and also gathered
information from their parents. But it is possible to mention that the existence of other variables,
such as preschool teachers’ attitudes towards print awareness and curriculum practices in
classroom that may have an impact on children's print awareness skills. In this research,
however, the print awareness skills were discussed in relation to literacy experiences provided
in the home environment. Therefore, the results should be addressed in the context of the
assessment tools used in this research.

5. CONCLUSION and RECOMMENDATIONS

The study results displayed a variation in early literacy skills within 48-68 months and
indicated that variables pertaining to writing might have been effective in this variation.
However, it is possible to discuss the presence of other variables that might be effective on
children’s print awareness skills. For instance, there are various studies that suggest children’s
cognitive characteristics and their interest and attitude toward early literacy skills could
generally be effective on early literacy skills (Chansa-Kabali et al., 2014; Oates et al., 2015;
Pullen & Justice, 2003; Scarborough & Dobrich 1994). Another prominent finding was that
demographic variables such as parental education and frequency of participation in social
activities, as well as, most of the HLEQ variables correlated with each other at varying
strengths. Similar studies specific to the Turkish language should be conducted in order to
identify various predictors of both home literacy skills and print awareness.

Comparison of the results of the present study with those of other studies in the literature
conducted for languages other than Turkish leads to the impression that the developmental
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performance of the participants was below expectations. However, studies aimed at the
assessment of home early literacy skills have only been undertaken recently in Turkey and
studies on systematic interventions are quite limited. This has resulted in a lack of adequate
knowledge on the subject in both teachers and families. The literature emphasizes parental role
in scaffolding home early literacy skills (Giil, 2007; Turan and Akoglu, 2014) and suggests two
methods for developing a home literacy environment that could promote children’s interest, as
well as, their home early literacy skills (Baroody & Diamond, 2012). The first method is the
provision of a home environment where parents actively participate in literacy activities with
their children (e.g.; shared book reading) and create opportunities for their children to utilize
their literacy skills. In the second method, parents set a model for their children in literacy
activities (e.g.; reading newspapers, magazines, books where the child can see them). Past
studies have demonstrated that while both settings were associated at different levels with
children’s interest and literacy skills, home environments where children actively participated in
the activities correlated more strongly with their interest and early literacy skills (Burgess,
Hecht & Lonigan 2002; Griffin & Morrison, 1997; Weigel, Martin & Bennett, 2006). In this
context, investigating the degree of children’s active participation in home early literacy
experiences in Turkey and conducting studies on various intervention approaches would be
greatly beneficial.
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Uzun Ozet

Farkli dillerde yapilan calismalarda, okul oOncesi donemdeki ¢ocuklarn yazi farkindalig:
becerilerinin kronolojik yasla birlikte gelistigi belirtilmektedir. Bu becerilerin gelisimsel kazanimini
inceleyen ¢aligmalar, okul dncesi donemdeki ¢ocuklarin yazi farkindaligi becerilerinin gelisiminde ayni
gelisimsel basamaklar1 izledigini ortaya koymaktadir. Buna ek olarak yazi farkindaligi becerilerinin
formal okuma yazma becerilerinin edinilmesinde sozel ve yazili dil arasinda iligki kurulabilmesinin
anahtar rol oynadigi belirtilmektedir. Gelecekteki okuma ve yazma becerileri tizerinde etkili oldugu
belirtilen yaz1 farkindalig1 becerilerinin edinilmesinde ¢ocuklara saglanan nitelikli 6grenme yagantilarinin
O6nemi de bilinmektedir. Bununla birlikte, bu becerilerin gelisim siirecinde kendiliginden edinilmesi
yerine yetiskinler tarafindan hazirlanmis planli egitim programlar ile daha iyi gelistirilebilecegi de
gelisimsel alanyazinda belirtilmistir. Bu baglamda, ev ortaminda saglanan erken okuryazarlik
deneyimlerimin niteliksel ve niceliksel 6zellikleri arastirmacilar tarafindan siklikla incelenen konular
arasinda yerini almigtir. Ev ortaminda saglanan erken okuryazarlik deneyimleri her biri erken
okuryazarlik becerilerinin edinimi izerinde etkili oldugu belirtilen dolayli ve dogrudan deneyimler olmak
iizere iki temel baslik altinda ele alinmaktadir. “Dolaylt deneyimler”, anne babalarin ¢ocuklari ile birlikte
kitap okuma etkinlikleri sirasinda gerceklesen Ogrenme yasantilarini kapsamaktadir. Ev ortaminda
saglanan erken okuryazarlik deneyimlerine iliskin yapilan degerlendirmelerde, aile bireylerinin okuma
aligkanliklarinin ve g¢ocuklar ile gergeklestirdikleri etkilesimli kitap okuma deneyimlerinin siklik ve
niteliginin de belirleyici olduklari ifade edilmistir. Anne baba tarafindan ev ortaminda sunulan “dogrudan
deneyimler” harf tanima, sozcilk okuma gibi 6gretime dayali erken okuryazarlik becerilerini ifade
etmekte ve Tiirkce disindaki dillerde yapilan g¢alismalar, okul oOncesi donemdeki harf tamima ve
isimlendirme becerilerinin ve alfabe bilgisinin, biitiin sinif diizeylerindeki sozciik okuma performansini
yordadigimi gostermektedir. Bu bilgiler 1s181nda, ev ortaminda sunulan erken okuryazarlik becerilerini
destekleyici uyaranlar ile ¢ocuklarin yazi farkindaligi becerilerine iliskin gelisimsel ¢iktilarinin ele
alimmasinin énemli oldugu diisiiniilmektedir. Bu baglamda yapilan ¢alismada okul 6ncesi donemde ev
ortaminda saglanan erken okuryazarlik deneyimleri ile ¢ocuklarin yazi farkindaligi becerileri arasindaki
olasi iligkilerin belirlenmesi amaglanmuistir.

Yapilan arastirmada “iliskisel tarama modeli” kullanilmis olup, ¢alismanin katilimcilarini yaslar
48-68 ay arasinda (Ort., 57.58 ay; S., 6.03) degisen 27’si kiz 33’ erkek olmak {izere toplam 60 ¢ocuk ve
aileleri olugturmaktadir. Caligma grubunda yer alan ¢ocuklar yasitlari ile uyumlu gelisim gostermekte,
Ankara il merkezlerinde bulunan Milli Egitim Bakanligi’na bagli orta sosyoekonomik diizeydeki 6zel
okul oOncesi egitim kurumlarina devam etmektedirler. Arastirmada yer alan ¢ocuklarin herhangi bir
norolojik problemi, isitme kaybi ve/veya dil ve/veya konusma bozuklugu tanisi bulunmamaktadir.
Katilimeilarin anadilleri Tiirk¢e olup evlerinde konusulan tek dil Tiirkgedir.

Katilimcilara ulasilmasinda orta sosyoekonomik diizeydeki bolgelerde yer alan 6zel okul dncesi
egitim kurumlariin belirlenmesi ilk asamay1 olusturmus, ardindan belirlenen okullarda gbrev yapan
ogretmenlerin yonlendirmesi ile 48-68 ay arasinda ¢ocuga sahip olan aileler ile yiiz yiize goriisiilerek
caligmanin amaci ve igerigi hakkinda bilgi verilmistir. Calismaya katilimda goniilliiliik bildiren ailelere,
¢ocuklarinin devam ettikleri kurumlarda gorev yapan okul dncesi dgretmenleri araciligtyla aragtirmacilar
tarafindan hazirlanan bilgi formu ve Ev Erken Okuryazarlik Olgegi (EVOK) ulastirilmis ve ayni hafta
icinde formlarin doldurulmasi saglanmistir. Doldurulan formlar okul 6ncesi 6gretmenleri araciligiyla geri
alimmigtir. Bu form araciligtyla ailelerin demografik 6zelliklerinin yani sira sosyal etkinliklere katilim
sikliklar1 hakkinda da bilgi almmistir. 48-68 aylik cocuklarin yazi farkindaligi becerilerinin
degerlendirilmesi amaciyla kullanilan Erken Cocukluk Dénemi Yazi Farkindaligi Kontrol Listesi ise
katilime1 ¢ocuklara bireysel olarak uygulanmistir. Degerlendirme islemleri ortalama 20 dakikalik bir
zaman diliminde tamamlanmistir.

Calismada yer alan g¢ocuklarin annelerinin egitim diizeylerine iligskin bulgular incelendiginde
annelerin lise (%10), 6n lisans (%3) lisans (%68.3) ve yiiksek lisans-doktora programlarindan (%18.3)
mezun olduklar1 goériilmiistiir. Baba egitim diizeyine iliskin bulgular da babalarin lise (%10), 6n lisans
(%3.3) lisans (%70) ve yiiksek lisans-doktora programlarmdan (%16.7) mezun olduklarini gostermistir.
Erken ¢ocukluk doénemi yazi farkindaligi becerileri kontrol listesi genel toplamina iligkin ortalamalar
incelendiginde 62-68 aylik ¢ocuklarin ortalamalarinin (Ort.= 20.33; S= 3.51) 48-54 aylik (Ort.=15.22;
S=4.00) ve 55-61 aylik cocuklarin ortalamalarindan (Ort.= 18.53 ;S=4.06) yiiksek oldugu goze
carpmaktadir. EVOK toplam puanina iliskin ortalamalar incelendiginde ise 55-61 aylik cocuga sahip olan
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ailelerin (Ort. = 77.05; S=14.89) en yiiksek ortalamaya sahip oldugu, bunu 62-68 aylik (Ort.=76.67;
S$=11.89) ve 48-54 aylik ¢ocuga sahip ailelerin (Ort.= 75.78; S=11.56) izledigi gorilmiistir. Yazi
farkindaligi becerileri kontrol listesi ile degerlendirilen becerilerden “kitap ve yazi diizenine” iligkin
beceriler ve “yazi farkindalig1 genel toplami” agisindan yas gruplar (ay araliklari) arasindaki fark ise
istatistiksel olarak anlamli bulunmustur, sirayla [F(2,57)= 8.569, p<.05; F(2,57)= 9.259, p<.05].
Katilimeilarin i¢inde bulunduklari ay araliklarina gore degiskenler arasindaki farkliliklara iligkin Eta kare
degerleri ise “kitap ve yazi diizeni” ve “yaz1 farkindaligi genel toplaminda” yiiksek diizeyde (.23 ve.24)
“diger” boliimiinde ise orta diizeyde (.10) etki biiyiikliigiine isaret etmektedir. Elde edilen sonuglar, “kitap
ve yazi diizeni” ve “yazi farkindaligi genel toplami” {izerinde i¢inde bulunulan ay araliginin daha etkili
oldugunu gostermektedir. Tukey testinden elde edilen sonuglar, “kitap ve yazi diizenine” iliskin beceriler
ve “yazi farkindalig1 genel toplamina” iligkin farkin 62-68 aylik ¢cocuklarin ortalamalarinin 55-61 aylik ve
48-54 aylik ¢ocuklardan daha yiiksek olmasindan kaynaklandigini ortaya koymustur. Sosyal etkinliklere
katilim siklig1 ve anne ve baba egitim diizeyi gibi demografik degiskenler ile ev ortaminda saglanan erken
okuryazarlik deneyimlerinin ¢ogunun birbirleri ile farkli diizeylerde iligkili bulunmasi da yapilan
aragtirmada dikkat ¢eken noktalardan biri olmustur. Yapilan arastirmada dikkat ¢eken bir baska sonug ise,
EVOK-Sesbilgisel farkindalik ve yazi farkindalig: alt testine iligkin ortalamalarin yazi farkindaligi kontrol
listesi ve/veya demografik degiskenlerin higbiri ile iligkili bulunmamasidir.

Arastirmadan elde edilen sonuglar, alanyazinda yer alan ve Tirk¢e disindaki dillerde yapilmis
caligmalarin sonuglar ile karsilastirildiginda, bu ¢aligmada yer alan katilimcilarin performanslarinin
gelisimsel olarak beklenenin altinda oldugu izlenimi edinilmektedir. Ne var ki, iilkemizde erken
okuryazarlik becerilerini degerlendirmeye yonelik aragtirmalar yakin tarihte yapilmaya baslanmis olup,
sistematik miidahale ¢aligmalar1 ise olduk¢a siirlidir. Bu durum, &gretmenlerin yani sira ailelerin de
konuyla ilgili yeterli bilgiye sahip olamamasina neden olmaktadir. Yapilan arastirmalar, ¢ocuklarin etkin
oldugu ya da olmadigt her iki durumun da g¢ocuklarin okuryazarlik becerileri ve ilgileri ile farkl
diizeylerde iligkili oldugunu, ancak, g¢ocuklarin etkin katilimlarmin oldugu ev ortamlarnin erken
okuryazarlik becerileri ve ilgileri ile daha yiiksek diizeyde iligkili oldugunu gdstermistir. Bu baglamda,
tilkemizde de ev ortamlarinda sunulan erken okuryazarlik deneyimlerinin gocuklarin etkin katilimini ne
kadar sagladiginin incelenmesinin ve konuyla ilgili farkli miidahale yaklagimlarini temel alan ¢aligsmalarin
yapilmasinin alanyazina 6nemli katkilar saglayacagi diisiiniilmektedir.
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